HORSE SHOW FAQ’S

1. I just started riding.  When can I be in a show?

You may compete in our horse shows when ever you feel comfortable with your riding and if you think it would be fun.  Our Beginner Division, classes 26 and 27, is a perfect way to get started in Horse Showing.  Beginners show in two classes with walk, trot only and two point over ground poles.  Many of our youngest and least experienced riders start here.
2. Do I have to wear a coat and tall boots in the show?

Only our morning classes are encouraged to wear tall boots and hunt coats.  Our less experienced riders in classes 17 and up are required to wear heeled boots and helmets with chin straps fastened.  Riding pants, a collared shirt and hair tucked neatly back in a hairnet under the helmet is encouraged for proper show appearance.
3. How do I know what class to sign up for?

A Division rider list is approved by all Stonehaven trainers.  This is a list that tells each rider which division is appropriate for the ability level and which classes the rider should sign up for.  The trainers want each rider to compete against other riders of similar riding ability.  This makes showing fair and much more fun.  A hard copy of this rider list is in the customer lounge.
The Prizelist is the list of classes that will run each show day.  You will find a hard copy of this in the customer lounge and also on our website:  Schooling Show Prizelist

Information about how awards and points are awarded and a description of each division is on the back of the prizelist as well as on the website:  Prizelist Information and Description
The show Entry Form is the form that you fill out to sign up and compete in classes.  It also determines the cost for the day.  Hard copies of the Entry Form can be found in the customer lounge and also on the website:  Entry Form   To make signing up to show as simple as possible, you may download the Entry Form from the website, fill it out on your computer and then email if back to Stonehaven Farms.  Entry forms must be signed by the participating rider and a parent or guardian if the rider is under 18 years of age.  
4. When do I get to practice for the show?

Practice for the show is done in your lessons each week.  It is possible that on show day you might be able to get on your horse for a few minutes and warm up, however, this is NOT guaranteed.  You are able to ride the horse that you ride in lessons in your “Over Fences” classes.  Keep in mind that you might have to ride a different mount in your “on the Flat” class.  But don’t worry, the judge is judging you and your riding ability, not the horse.

5. What is schooling?

Schooling is the coaching that the trainers do on show day to help you prepare for entering the ring.  They might even give you instructions when you are in the ring riding on the flat or jumping fences.  Listening to their instructions will help you correct any mistakes or problems that you might be having.

Friday Night Schooling is open to Stonehaven riders showing in classes 1-25.  Friday Night Schooling costs $15 for boarder riders and $20 for school riders.  This is a very inexpensive way to practice in the show ring the night before a horse show.
6. When do I show up for my classes?

Show day is a very long day.  Class #1 begins sharply at 8:30 am and many times our last class ends late in the afternoon.  We encourage all riders to spend as much time at the show as possible watching other riders.  You can learn a lot about riding by watching others.  The morning classes can be very exciting to watch with the higher jumps.  If you are not showing until later in the day, you will be able to get onto our website the day before each show and see the approximate times that each class will start.  Please plan on being at the farm at least an hour before your class is to start so that you can see that your horse is ready to show and learn your courses.
7. Where do I get my number?

The show secretary has all of the entry forms and numbers.  When you arrive at the show grounds, stop at the gazebo where the secretary and the show announcer are located.  The secretary will give you your number when your entry form is signed and your show bill has been paid.
8. Do I have to tack up my horse?
You might have to groom and tack up your horse if the horse has not yet been ridden in the show ring.  Your horse might be ready to go if others have already ridden in their classes.  If you must groom and tack your mount, make sure you do an excellent job so your mount looks his best when entering the show ring.  Also check to see if the horse has an appropriate saddle for your ride.

9. How do I know which way to go in the show ring?
Hanging along the fence of the small outdoor ring are the course sheets.  Each sheet has a diagram of the show ring indicating all of the jumps set up in the ring.  By locating the “ingate” on the sheet, you can then determine the course for each jumping class.  Find the sheets with your class numbers.  Then, with the help of other riders in your division or an adult, figure out which direction you begin and then which jumps you must jump in your course.  Learn the course well as you can be disqualified by the judge is you are “off course” or go the wrong way in the ring.  The adults at the ingate are there to help you enter the ring by making sure that you know your course.
10. What does it mean if my division is split?
Some divisions have more than one school horse rider riding a school horse.  If this is the case with a number of school horses then we will split the division into an A and a B group.  If this is the case, then the A group will mount and ride their jumping courses and their flat class, then the B group mounts and rides their jumping classes and their flat class.  You will know if your division is split if you have an A or B on the back of your number beside your class numbers. 
11. Where do I get my ribbons?

Ribbons are announced by the show announcer.  However, it is sometimes hard to hear.  You may go to the back of the gazebo where the secretary sits and look on the white boards for your division and number to see where you placed in each of your classes.  Note:  Champion and Reserve Champion are announced later for each division.    

12. Food Stand
The Stonehaven Stable Café is run by volunteer parents of Stonehaven riders.  Breakfast, lunch and snack items are provided for a nominal fee.  All proceeds go to the school horses.  You may “run a tab” throughout the day which must be paid by the end of the show.  Please be vigilant in paying your tab before you exit the show grounds.  The food items that the Stable Café sells are provided by donation only.  Please plan on signing up for a food donation on the sheet that will appear in the customer lounge a week or so before the show.  We depend on YOU !!!!!
13. Used Clothing Sale

From time to time at our shows we will have gently used items for sale that other riders have outgrown … such as boots, jodhpurs, hunt coats, etc. These will be located near the Stable Café.  If you are interested in selling items, attach an envelope to the item with your name and price of the item.  If you purchase an item, put the cost in the envelope and give it to the volunteers working the food stand and take the item with you.  The seller will pick up their envelope at the end of the show.

High Points Awards, Year End Banquet & Sponsorships
Whenever you place 1st through 6th in a class in any of our horse shows, you earn points.  After the last show of the season, your points are added together to determine your standing within your division.  In November of each year, Stonehaven Farms host a High Points Award Banquet where our entire Stonehaven family gathers to celebrate the success of our riders who have participated in our horse shows during the year.  Awards are given out and everyone has a wonderful time honoring our riders.  In order for Stonehaven to purchase these year end awards, we rely upon sponsorships.  High Points Award Sponsorships may be business or personal ranging from $25, $50 and $100.  Stonehaven riders are encouraged to sell sponsorships in order for us to purchase the 80 or more awards that are presented at the banquet.  If a rider sells a $100 sponsorship, they will receive $10 off their show bill, a $50 sponsorship means $5 off the show bill.  Riders and families are encouraged to sell as many sponsorships as possible.  Sponsorship forms can be found in the customer lounge and on the website.  We encourage all riders to sell at least one sponsorship.  

Volunteers Needed!

We are always in need of volunteers for our horse shows.  Everything from bringing food items for the Stable Café to help change the jumps between divisions.  A sign up sheet will appear in the customer lounge a week or more before each show.  Plan on getting involved … the jobs are not hard but are VERY appreciated !!!!!!  
A note about competition ….. 

The purpose of our schooling shows is to not only provide the opportunity for all of our riders to participate in the show ring, but to foster self confidence, self esteem and most of all sportsmanship.  We encourage our younger riders to arrive early to the show and watch and cheer on our more experienced competitors.  They can learn much from watching the morning classes, plus they are pretty exciting with all of those high jumps!  We encourage our more experienced riders to stay into the afternoon and cheer on our youngest and most novice riders, for they were there once.  We insist upon nothing but stellar behavior from all of our riders and guests when it comes to sportsmanship on show day.  
Have a GREAT show season !!!!!
